
 

ST. MARY’S VISITATION 

40-HOUR DEVOTION  
March 20-22 

 
“Public prayer is far more powerful than private prayer to appease the 

anger of God and call down His mercy, and   Holy Mother Church, 
guided by the Holy Ghost, has always advocated public prayer in times 

of public tragedy  and suffering”.   
 

     ~  St. Louis deMontfort 

Public Prayer Schedule   

Pray for Peace and Conversion of the World 
———————————— 

40 Hours’ Devotion is a tradition of continuous prayer for 40 hours 
before the Blessed Sacrament in solemn exposition, going back to 
1530 AD.  The number 40 signifies a sacred period of time. This 
devotion also remembers the tradition of the 40 hours from Jesus’ 
burial until the resurrection.  
 
40 Hours always begins and ends with a Solemn Mass. Our closing 
Mass this year will be the Ukrainian Divine Liturgy. 
 
The focus of this year’s 40-hour Eucharistic Devotion will be for 
world peace, for the containment of the war in Eastern Europe, for 
the conversion of the world as we beg for the Lord’s mercy.  Please 
sign up to spend some time with our Lord either online at 
www.smvchurch.org/adoration or see sign up sheet in the vestibule.   

Saturday: March 19  
5 pm:  Mass  
 
Sunday, March 20   
 9 am:  Mass  
11 am:  Solemn Opening Mass  
Noon-7 pm:  Personal Adoration 
7 pm:  Communal Holy Hour  

Monday, March 21 
  
6 am-9 am:  Personal Adoration 
9 am:  Mass  
10 am—7 pm  Personal Adoration                             
7 pm:  Communal Holy Hour  
8-11 pm:  Personal Adoration  
 

Tuesday, March 22 
 
6 am—7 pm:  Personal Adoration 
11:30 am—12:30 pm:  Confession Available  
5 pm-6:45 pm:  Confession Available 
7 pm:  Closing Mass—Ukrainian Catholic              
Divine Liturgy  

8-11 pm:  Personal Adoration  
11 pm:     Night  Prayer,  Recitation of Divine 
                 Praises, Reposition 

11 pm:  Night Prayer, Recitation of   
             Divine Praises, Reposition                   
            

More Information at 
smvchurch.org/40-hours 

Divine Liturgy will be celebrated by 
Fr. Roman Fedchyk from St. Michael’s Ukrainian 
Catholic Church in Grand Rapids 



The Ukrainian Divine Liturgy 
———————————— 

Please come to pray for peace at this beautiful Divine Liturgy, celebrated by Fr. Roman Fedchyk 
from St. Michael’s Ukrainian Catholic Church in Grand Rapids. 
 
What is Ukrainian Catholic?  
Ukrainian Catholics are Catholics! The Ukrainian Greek Catholic Church is part of the Catholic 
Church; the head of the Ukrainian Catholic Church, like the Roman Church, is Pope Francis. Many 
people do not know that the Catholic Church actually consists of over 20 churches! The Ukrainian 
Catholic Church follows the Byzantine tradition and traces its origins to 1596 AD, when the Church in 
Kyiv entered into Communion with Rome. Married Ukrainian men can be ordained as priests or 
deacons; however, unmarried clergy may not marry. 
 
What is the Divine Liturgy? 
We call  the Eucharistic celebration the Mass in the Latin/Roman rite, 
but Byzantines refer to it as the Divine Liturgy.  
On Tuesday, we will be using the most commonly used rite, the Divine 
Liturgy of St. John Chrysostom. 
The Divine Liturgy, like the Mass, has three main parts: 1) the Liturgy of 
Preparation/Oblation (Proskomidia) where the gifts are prepared, 2) the 
Liturgy of the Word, and 3) the Liturgy of the Eucharist. The Ukrainian 
liturgy involves many practices, including the assistance of deacons, 
symbolic processions around the altar, and the extensive use of candles 
and incense. 
 
What can I expect? What will be different? 
Ukrainian Catholics cross themselves from right to left, not left to right. Holy Communion is always 
distributed directly into the mouth by the priest using a spoon. 
Books will be available to allow you to follow along.  
Father will give some explanation before the liturgy begins. 
 
Did you know that Our Lady allegedly appeared in Ukraine?  
In 1914 and in 1987, Our Lady allegedly appeared in Hrushiv, Ukraine. In the first apparition, she said 

that war would break out; this was right before WWI. 
In 1987, exactly one year after the Chernobyl disaster, 
approximately 500,000 people witnessed Our Lady appearing 
again to tell them Ukraine would become an independent state,  
and that through the Ukrainian people and the blood of martyrs 
will come the conversion of Russia. “If there is not a return to 
Christianity in Russia, there will be a Third World War; the 
whole world will face ruin… Say the Rosary. It is the weapon 
against Satan.”  


