
CAPITAL CAMPAIGN  
Restoring our Heritage 



By Faith They Built It,  

By Faith We Grow In God’s Love. 



CURRENT CONDITION  

Built in 1908 by our community’s ancestors, our beloved 
church is in need of a major restoration. Over the years, 
certain repairs and improvements have been made,  
however, the church’s structural and exterior elements 
have deteriorated to the point where repairs are no longer 
a viable option and must be replaced or significantly  
restored. As shown throughout this booklet, many of the 
problems we are experiencing are a result of water  
entering through the steeple and its many rusted holes as 
well as thousands of cracks in the exterior block walls  
created during the freeze/thaw cycles of Michigan winters. 
This water damage is no longer isolated to the church’s  
exterior as the water has started to penetrate the interior 
walls and ceiling, creating both visible and hidden damage. 

It has been over 30 years since 
the original asphalt paving, 
alongside the construction of 
the school. Some patchwork has 
been done over the years;  
unfortunately, this is not an  
option going forward. 

 Water damage resulting  
 from leaks in steeple roof. 

  Crumbling asphalt  
  throughout the parking lot. 

  Holes are rusting through   
  the steeple’s sheet metal. 

 Cracking of     
 masonry walls. 



• The existing metal sheeting was installed about 60 years ago. 
• Many of the seams are rusted through with many holes. 
• These holes allow water to enter the 

church, which is damaging parts of the 
ceiling and interior walls and contributing 
to the deterioration of the structural steel 
beams and roof planking.    

THE FIX: Replacing metal sheeting with 20 oz. 
copper, which will last approximately 100-
plus years. Also, replacing wood planking as 
needed.  

THE   

THE   LOUVERS 

ESTIMATED COST: $165,000 

ESTIMATED START: SPRING 2022 

THE   ESTIMATED COST: $175,000 

ESTIMATED START: SPRING 2022 

• The main asphalt parking lot as well as the areas around the back of the 
school have deteriorated beyond our ability to fix, necessitating replacement.  

• Other than some sporadic patchwork, the current asphalt is original to the 
school’s construction.  

THE FIX: Removal of the existing surface, replace and repair any of the sub base, 
and install a new asphalt surface. A new pipe for a future drain field on the 
northeast side of campus will also be installed.  

• Current louvers provide very  
       limited water and wind protection.  
THE FIX: New louvers will minimize 
moisture penetration to the interior of 
the building as well as the steel beams 
that support the church bells.  

PARKING LOT & DRAIN PIPE 

STEEPLE 

ESTIMATED COST: $54,523 

ESTIMATED START: SPRING 2022 



The existing metal sheeting was installed about 60 years ago. 

 

THE   

• Water is currently getting trapped behind the existing coating 
and is absorbing through the block masonry.  

• As the water freezes, large cracks have formed on the exterior 
walls allowing more water to access the interior of the church.   

• To the best of our knowledge, there has been no significant  
restoration to the blocking since the original construction.  

• Three of the four spires are broken and need replacement.   
• The existing gutter system is designed more for residential use 

as the gutters are significantly undersized for the amount of  
water flowing down the roof valleys. The gutters have reached 
their useful life as most of the system has holes that allow  
water to leak onto the block walls.   

• The undersizing and holes in the gutters are contributing to the 
water penetration of the exterior walls and sporadic flooding of 
the church basement.  

THE FIX: The exterior walls will be power washed, cleaned,  
repaired, restored, and recoated. The new coating (same color) is 
expected to last approximately 20 years, with no significant repairs 
to the masonry blocking anticipated for 40-plus years. The spires 
will be repaired and/or replaced; new copper gutters (100-year 
useful life) with new collection boxes at the valleys and  
appropriately-sized downspouts will be installed.   

ESTIMATED COST: $327,356 

ESTIMATED START: SPRING 2022 

THE   
ESTIMATED COST: $83,049 

ESTIMATED START: FALL 2021 

EXTERIOR, GUTTERS & SPIRES 

• Water is getting to the structural beams from the holes in the steeple 
and faulty louvers, causing significant rusting.  

•    These beams are the main support system for the church bells. 
•    The original attic trusses are sagging, potentially pushing out the     
      church’s exterior walls. 
THE FIX: Extensive repairs to the steel beams. Structural repairs and  
reinforcement to the existing truss system.  

STEEL BEAMS & TRUSSES 



WHY NOW?  

If we don’t restore the church now, the cost 
to repair in the future will become prohibitive 
and the building will need to be replaced. And 
the cost to replace will be significant— likely 
in excess of our community’s financial  
wherewithal. Any attempt to make small and  
superficial repairs would simply be putting a 
band-aid on the church, kicking the can down 
the road only about ten years. One of the  
primary goals of this campaign is to ensure 
the structural integrity of the church when 
handing over responsibility to the next  
generation of SMV parishioners.   



EVERY GIFT MAKES A DIFFERENCE 

In the coming weeks, our Capital Campaign Committee will 

reach out to our parish community. You will learn about this 

project and how to pledge to reach our goal. With your 

help, we can achieve this ambitious restoration.  

Our church has stood for 113  years. Let’s work together  

to ensure it remains our faith-filled beacon  

on the hillside for another century.  

Who is left among you that saw this house in its former  
glory? And how do you see it now? Does it not seem like 
nothing in your eyes? 

But now take courage...all you people of the land, says the 
LORD, and work!  For I am with you, says the LORD of hosts. 

This is the pact that I made with you when you came out of 
Egypt, And my spirit continues in your midst; do not fear! 

        Haggai 2:3-5 



We are blessed to be stewards  

of God’s beautiful house.  

Thank you for your consideration of 

donating to restore our heritage and 

house of faith for future generations.  

Please contact the Parish Office at  
616-681-9701 or  

any Committee Member listed  
for more information.  

QUESTIONS? 

Member Name: Email: Phone:

Don Sult dhsult@allcom.net (616) 688-5260

John Stein jstein@williamstooling.com (616) 375-3059

Don Akhurst dakhurst@jdheng.com (616) 485-9661

Jean DenBesten wdenbe4504@charter.net (616) 890-6572

Jim Pitsch j_pitsch@charter.net (616) 292-1739

Jim Schwartz jim.schwartz@gmail.com (616) 299-5220

Joe Pitsch joep@danvoscc.com (616) 813-2366

Member Name: Email: Phone:

John Fein john.fein@53.com (616) 821-6563

Kim Williams kwilliams0802@gmail.com (616) 318-7938

Ben Schaendorf bens@schaendorf.com (616) 890-6459

Jared Schut szsjman@sbcglobal.net (616) 970-1213

Bill Rewa billrewa@hotmail.com (616) 885-8858

Kyle Baldwin kbaldwi3@alumni.nd.edu (616) 340-7961

Building & Grounds Committee

Capital Campaign Committee


